A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
good intelligence, and united great tenacity of purpose to
physical courage. He was in the very heart of the Northern
French rulers. His aunt by marriage, Adela, the daughter of
the King of France, had married Baldwin of Flanders. William
himself aspired to marry, and later did marry, the daughter of
Baldwin of Flanders, and it was the house of Flanders that, by
supporting William, led to his final success.
William came over in great pomp to see his cousin Edward,
and it was probably then that Edward made some promise
to him about the succession.
The Rebellion and Re-establishment of Godwin. In
the year 1051 Godwin, trying his power against the King,
refused to obey an order in a test matter concerning the French-
speaking relatives and friends of the King. He began an
armed rebellion, but the other Earls supported the King.
Godwin fled overseas, and his sons, notably Harold, took to
piracy for a time, and ravaged the English coasts. Godwin
soon came back and reasserted himself, in 1052, and thence-
forward he, and his son Harold after him, was the strongest
in the kingdom. They had put the Papacy against them by
defending an intriguing cleric of the name of Stigand; for
when Godwin had proved successful against the French group
Robert of Jumieges, the Archbishop of Canterbury, fled, and
Godwin and his sons imposed Stigand upon the Primate's
throne, and got him confirmed as Archbishop by an Anti-Pope.
It was the moment of the new and rising Papacy, when the
great Leo IX was carrying on the reform of the Church, and
struggling with the Emperor. Thenceforward the whole in-
creasing weight of the newly invigorated Papacy was opposed
to Godwin and his sons.
The Succession. Who should succeed Edward the Con-
fessor? It was certain he would have no sons of his own.
He was believed to have made some conditional promise to his
cousin William of Falaise, Duke of Normandy, as we saw;
but anyhow he now recalled the nearest heir in the line of the
old native kings, his cousin, another Edward, the son of
Edmund Ironside, who had been in exile all these years in
Hungary. But that cousin, shortly after landing in England,
died—poisoned, it was thought, by Harold, for there was
already an intention of raising Godwin's house to the throne by
usurpation.
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